hat Her 


ſt of the 


/ 


ralty 


yo 


* 


e Reque 


, * 
; 4 
i v.44 
h 


en, 
. 


4 


w- 


Court of 


” 


PH 


, Alderm 


Sheriffs 
And Publiſhed at 


Ma 


Norwich 


#15 in 


* 


riſhes of St 


e Pa 


K 
LY 


"+ IV 
— 
Lt 


eFor of the 


By 
R 


bs 
SR 


Clements and St. Auft 


» &z* 


2 


- % 


23 


5 
_ 


** 


0 e * 


„ü — 
- 


T. 9 a 


* 


* 


n the 


198 | 


NORWICH Printed , and Sold by the Widow 0. 


- 1704. 


Norwich 


in 


Cache) Lane, 


** le 


* 
Fg 4 
. - 
1 2; 
=> 
E 
os . * 


N ty beld che 111% day of 


3 > z 1 * 7 
I nd Fe 
x V Y "« 1 8 


Ichael 7 Eſq q; ; Alder- 
man im Blyth , and 


* 


— 
2 4 £ * 


„ re 


. OR 


&: 


to wait uy 1 Mr. Brett, and requeſ 
this Cart, that he 
59 7 M1 wil be pleg 10 to cauſe 

he Preached V 5 lf (bein 
the ah ves Her 1 


2 


* 
5 75 3 | 
F by _— * 8 
| 4 ; 
r ” . 4 Fo 
% g v4 * | * 
oo 
. 
. g 
2 * 51 * — 24 oo Ann» * 61. K 2. ——, EEO V 068646 S 44 > - ” „14 „ Ur RO 
. * * 1 5 "8 97 1 t 
* } #"F-5 "= * a4 ' * : 
5 =o 7 2 3 Ly - * * * F ; e . b 1 
* 1 » 4 * 75 F 2 7 : % iN | 
&. 1 * s 7 ; 
: | 11 | Je beg | 
i af = Oo © 
> J 3 a 
N - +} £ 
„4 
* 8 
% # - -» 
x * 4 3 * 
4s „ 
1 * — 12 5 5 


Proverbs XVL k i 2. bbe later part of 
thee erſe; 


For the 3 18 eſtabliſhed in gh 
ONT - teoulneſs. | | 


The whole Verſes runs Ass | | 
It is an abomination to Kings to. commit 


wickedneſs, for the Throne 1s eftabliſh- 
ed 1mrighteonſneſs. 


HE biet of hi days Solemnity bejne to- 
bleſs and adore, to praiſe and magnify 804 
Almighty's wonderful Goodneſs to our Na- 
tion, in placing our gracious Sovereign Qucen 

ANN this day upon the Throne of her Anceſtours, and 

to proſper, and prolong her Reign over us, I have 

thought that I can't better acquit my ſelf of che du- 
ty now incumbent on me, than in directing you to 
che moſt proper, and indeed only means, to ſecure 
to our ſelves the continuance of thoſe bleſſings, Which 
ve have already experienced, and thoſe many more 
which we ſo juſty promiſe our-ſelves, under her Ma- 

(ys Auſpicious Reign, and Government; and that, 

is, to be truly good, and pious. Religion is the 

only proper means, as to ſecurs to us-everlaſting hap- 

A 2 ---- panels 


4 1 

pineſs in the world to come, ſo likewiſe all the peace 
and happineſs, all the. comforts and bleſſings of thi; 
life, both private, and publick. Tis by this Hea. 
venly and Divine wiſdom that Kzrgs reign, and Prince; 
decree Juſtice, 'tis this that brings riches and honours, 

{9.68 SI CA FAILS MATS WD re 17 Lond Lit of ! 9 
ea durable riches, and righteouſneſs. Her fruit is bet. 
ter than gold, yea than fine gold, and her revenue thay 
choice ſilver. She cauſeth thoſe that love her to inherit 
ſubſtances and ſheifills their treaſures. ' In a word, there; 
{carce any blefſedneſs which this wiſdom does not 
bring along with it, as you heard in the firſt Leſſon 
kor this Morning Service. 3 5 
This our Gracious Sovereign, whoſe Soul a true 


ſenſe of Religion poſſeſſes, is fo highly ſenſible of, 


that immediately upon her coming to the Throne, her 
FArſt cares were by her Royal Proclamation, to 4% 
courage, and ſuppreſs all vice, and profancſs, debauchery, 
and immoralit;, and whatever is contrary to godlineſs, 
humbly acknowledeing, that the Divine Bleſſing , and 
Goodneſs on her ſelf and us, is not to be expected, nor 
has aſſiſtance for aur protection, and mel fare to be hoped for, 
without a religious obſervance of Gods holy and righte- 
os Laws.” For which reaſon, I ſay, her firſt, and 
repeated cares have been to promote Religion and 
piety, and to diſcourage all manner of vice and wick- 
edneſs, ſo that 'tis not wanting to her care, if. Eug- 
{and be not now a; Theocracy , a Divne Empire, and 
if we do not fee an image of Heaven in theſe fortu- 
nate. Iſles, in. which nothing will be wanting it Re- 
ligion, and, piety be not. But we have not only her 


Conmands. be wich-is much more eflututi- 26 this 
purpoſe, we have her Example alſo: and her Laws, 


and her Example ſeem with. envy to diſpute „ which 


hall bet eſtabliſh vertue, and piety among us. Princes 


In 
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in ſome manner command all that they do, and ſor: 
bid all which they do not, their example hath a ſe- 
cret, and ruling power which draws others after it. 
Their vices, and their vertues diffuſe themſelves ii 
a ſtate, they even perpetuate, and in ſome manner 
cternize themſelve by imitation. As they can't com- 
mit Sin, which does not render them a long time guil- - 
ty, and a thouſand ways criminal, neither alſo have 
they any vertue Which does not ſpring up in all places, 
which does not inceſſantly reproduce itfelf, and which 
does not pals into the hearts of infinite many perſons 
cager to imitate them. So that 'tis always an un- 
ſpeakeable bleſſing of God for a Nation, to have a 
Sovereign, which not only gives no bad, but which alſo 
ſets a good Example, and this, this is the happineſs 
which it ever any people did, we now enjoy under 
the reign of our moſt gracious Queen. | 
Should I here pretend to diſplay to you this great, 


and glorious example, ſhould I ſet forth, and parti- 


cularize the bright and glaring vertues that are moſi- 
conſpicuous in our Sovereign, in her ſtedfaſtneſs to her 
Religion, in her firmneſs to her duty, in her unthakeable 
conſtancy againſt all Temptations, in her {weetnels of 
temper, in her wiſdom, in her moderation, and in thoſe 
many other Princely vertues which adorn her Roya! 
Soul, I have in each of theſe, more than ſufficient matrer 
tor a Paxegyrick; and tho* J am not unſenſible that ſuch 
an undertaking might be gratetul to many, yet with ſub- 


miſſion to better Judgments, I think it more proper tor 


the Orator's Roſtra, than the Divines Pulpit. . 
So that having given this due, tho” imperte& 


Eulogy of our gracious Sovereign, J ſhall. proceed to 


what I have thought fit to make the ſubject of my 
tvlowing Diſcourſe, and your Attention, viz. to en- 
„„ deavour 


£61 
by 

deavour to make you become good Chriſtians, by 
which means I am ſure you wil! be good Subjects. 
. If we be ſenfible, my Brethren, of the Bleſſings 
Which we do, and may enjoy under the auſpicious 
reign of our Sovereign: If we would have Wel 'Bleſ. 
ſings continued to us, as we value the one, as we de- 
Aire the other, let us make it our buſineſs to live ho- 
lily, and vertuouſly , this is the undoubted ' way to 
make our ſelves an happy People, and firmly to ſettle, 
and eſtabliſn the Throne of that Queen, which our 
Souls ſeem, and which I am ſure they ought to de- 
light in, for as the Wiſe man tells us in my Text, The 
1hroat is eſtauliſhed in right eouſueſs. 139 

At firſt fight the ſenſe of the words ſeems to be this, 
chac it is by the righteouſneſs of Princes (and not of 
the People) that their Throne is eſtabliſhed to them; 
which tho indeed in a great meaſure true, yet is not 
always ſo, as our Nation it ſelf has given a ſad inſtance 
ot the contrary, in the Violent and Untimely End of 
that Righteous Martyred Sovereign of ours King Charle; 
the Firft, in the laſt Century, whoſe Heroical Ver- 
tucs have rendred him the Glory of His Country, the 
Honour of that Church whereot he was the chiefeſt 
Member, the admiration of Chriſtendom, and a Pat- 
tern for all Princes to imitate unto the end of the 
( ;.; Net doh 4 


But if we take the words of my Text in the othet 


ſenſe they bare, vis. That it is by the Righteoulneſs 
of a People, or Nation, that the Throne of that Na- 
tion is eſtabliſhed, it is univerſally true, and when it 
is at any time overturned, they are the People's ſins 
that are the cauſe of it; 8 we may ac- 
-ount for the unhappy end of that before mentioned 


Righteous Prince, even in the very words of Scrip- 
ture, 
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ture, for the fins of the people , and the juiquitics Of f an. 4.5. 
the Prieſts, they ſhed the blood of that juſt one in the 
mid it of Jeruſalem ; and undoubtedly tis properly . 
lomon's meaning in my Text, that 'tis by the rightc- 
ouſneſs of a People, that Princes Thrones are Eſta. 
bliſhed 5 for more nearly to the Original, the words 
ſhould be Tranſlated thus, they: are abominable 10% the. 
King who do wickealy, becauſe the Throne is eſtabliſhed by 
righteouſneſs: So that the laſt words are aſſigned as a 
reaſon, why the workers of wickedneſs are abomina- 
ble to Kings, vis. becauſe that it is by rightcoul- 
neſs that their Throne is to be eſtabliſhed” to them, 
and conſequently that they who do the contrary, uſe 
the proper, and certain means to-undermine, and over- 
turn 1m. | . e NE 
Io engage you therefore to the Practice of Religi- 
on, and Riglrteouſneſs, and to diſſuade you from all 
fin, and wickedneſs in general, my buſtheſs ſhall be to 
make good Solomon's Aphoriſm, or Proverb in my Text, 
viz.. that the Throne is eſtabliſbed by right eouſueſs; and 
as my hopes are great that a fincere love of, and 
a true concern for our Countries wellfare, are deep- 
p rooted in our Hearts, and that we have with. a truc 
ervency of Spirit, and ardency of Devotion ſent up 
our Prayers this Morning to the Throne of Grace for 
her Majeſty's Long, and Glorious Reign over us, and 
that all our ardent Wiſhes and loud Acclamations for 
the ſame ,. on this happy day of Her Inauguration are 
in good earneſt; I will ſhew you that the bet way 
to ſecure theſe things to our ſelves is by Piety , and 
vertue, fince it # by rig requ ruſe that the Throne is efta- 
liſhed, i.e, that it is by a People's being truly Reli- 
gious , that themſelves and Prince are made Happy, 
PORES. d 2. Or 
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And now this is what I ſhall make good, by ſhew- 
Wu e ene 


1. That true Religion and Piety are the very foun- 
dation aud bai of a Feople, and Prince's Hap. 
pineſs, and that fin does in it ſelf directly tend | 

to ruin it. 1 

II. That they do the ſame by vertue of their na- 

tural fruits, and conſequences, and HR: 


III. That it is ſo in Fact, that Princes, or peo- 
ple are happy, or miſerable, as they obey, or 
diſobey God, as they live vertuouſly, or 

W ieee e 
Which Three Particulars I ſhall ſpeak to with all 
the brevity I can, and then conclude with an Appli- 
-cation of the whole to our ſelves, GT ETE 


I. That by a People's being truly Religious, them- 
ſel ves and Prince are made happy and proſperous, is 
evident from hence, becauſe true Religion and Piety 
are the very foundation and baſis of a Klebt and 
Prince's happineſs, and that fin does in ic felt directly 
tend to Ruin it. ie 
1. For true Religion and Piety, theſe I ſay are in 
themſelves the foundation of, and do moſt greatly pro- 
mote, and advance the happineſs of a Prince and 
peoples: fu . a 
Ik we take away Religion, and the Obligat ion which 

that lays upon us to Obedience, and Peace, and Ju- 
tice, Cc. there's nothing left which can have force 
e e 


7 1 


enough on man, to keep him in the obſervance of 
choſe things that make for Peace. If there's no God, 
the Religion of an Oath can't oblige the Conſcience. 
If there's no Providence, no life after this, men can 
be no longer retained, or kept within the bounds of 
their Duty, by reſpet unto Heaven, and the great 
Governour of the World , but only by the fear of 
humane Puniſhments; and if they arc powerful cnough, 
or cunning enough, to put. themſelves out of a ſtate of 
having any thing to anſwer before humane Tribunals, 
what ſhould hinder them from attempting and daring 
to do whatever they lift; Take away the ſenſe of Re- 
ligion, and of an Almighty Governour of the world, 
who now ſees what we here do, and will another day 
call us to an account for it; and *tis hard to conceive, 
when men have no other rule but their own will , 
and particular intereſt to guide themſelves by, but 
that they would by degrees looſe all ſenſe of” ſhame, 
but that they would caſt off all diſtinction between 
vice and vertue , and would believe all that's poſſi · 
ble for them, to be right and lawful, and here I 
do not ſee how any Societies could long ſubſiſt. 

If it be ſaid, that tho? the eur on of men 
had no ſenſe of God and Religion, yet the com- 
mon Intereſt of Mankind might make them regard 
the Laws, looking upon Puniſhments, | the Authori- 


| ty of Magiſtrates, and the Obedience of Subjects, as 


uſctul and neceſſary; I anſwer, that this uſcfulneſs 
and neceſſity would never long ſuffice to keep men 
from breaking all theſe bridles, if there were not o- 
ther bridles, and curbs harder to break, which 
ſtrengthens theſe, i. e. the fear of God, the checks 
of Conſcience, and the dread of another world. 
Once more, take away all theſe, and all others 
N 3 would 


' IO 


would: ſoon be found to be very much ſlackned ang 
woakned, and conſequently private men would be 
more expoſed in their eſtates, in their honour, and 
in their life, and Magiſtrates themſelves would ſet x 
thouſand times leſs ſafe upon their Tribunals; all 
Allegiance that is not ſwayed by theſe, would ſoon 
be thrown off, and a diſſolution of all States and Po. 
lities muſt neceſſarily enſue. hig 


In ſhort, moſt of the Duties of Religion are ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary - to the good order, quiet, and 
peace of -Society:, that the want of Religion makes 
us uncapable of living in Society, and conſequently 
there's no man who thinks, but muſt clearly ſee, 
that Religion is both. the Foundation and Cement 
of every humane Society, that this alone can v- 
nite all the patts, and give firmneſs and ſolidity to 
_ the whole. 80 true is that of Plat arch, That à Ci- 
1% might be as well bailt in the air, without any earth 
to tand upon, as « Commonwealth can be either: cos. 
 ftitated or ee the ſupport of Religion. 

All which ſufficiently mews that Religion in it ſelf 


is the foundation of a Prince's and People's happi- | 


neſs; which will farther appear by ſhewing on th: 
, bie boo '1o-no} on bu 


2. That ſin does in it ſelf directly tend ito a 
People's Ruine. It often by natural, - and: neceſſa- 
ry cauſes produces many publick miſchiefs; there's 


not indeed ſcarce any one fin, but what leads to dil- 
ordet and confufion, and brings ſome damage to the 


Pablick. Irreligion, and Profaneſs over- turn the ve. 
ry foundations of 3 they who fear not God, 
Will not regard men; and thoſe who ſwear common: 
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ly and raſhly, will not ſtick to ſwear falſely, if it 
be to ſecure or advance their ſecular Intereſt. 
might run over all fins in particular, and ſhew what 
an ill influence each hath, more or leſs; on Socie- 
ty, that they weaken the ſinews, and ſtrength, 
and muſt Ruin the beſt Conſtituted Government that 
is, or can be deviſed, where they are commonly, 
and conſtantly practiſed by the Members of it; ſuch 
as Luxury, which eats out the Riches of a Nati- 
on; and idleneſs; which hinders! its encreaſe; Co- 
vetouſneſs, which debaſes the Spirits of 4 People?; 
and Luft, which conſumes their ſtrength; Malice, 
which undermines; and Ambition, which over-turns 
2 Government; and in general, there's no Vice but 
when it is predominant:, has a fatal aſpect upon a 
Kingdom, and forebodes evil to the State; whence 
*tis evident that ſin is a natural; and certain cauſe 
of the Calamitics which befal a People, and whilſt 
they continue finful *tis almoſt impoſſible for them 
to be happy. 80 God. himſelf gives us to under- 
ſtand, when. he. ſo pathetically wiſhed that his Peo- 
ple would fear him, that, they would keep all his Com: Deus; 
manaments always, that it might be well with them, :9. 
and their. Children for ever. Where God repreſents 
it as not poſſible for it to be well with them and their 
children, unleſs they lived in his fear, and in o- 
bedience to his Commands, that if they continued 
Ainful and wicked, it were impoſſible for them to 
be happy. In a word, fin weakens the finews of a 
| Common-wealth, and then throws it down, fo true 
is that, obſervation of the Roman General Scipio, that 
it is impoſſible for any State, or City to be hap- 
py , Stantibus menibus, ruentibus moribus, be their 
Walls never fo ſtrong, if their Manners be decayed. 
3 3» 
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Which being ſo, it is impoſſible that any Prince, 
Throne ſhould be eſtablithed, ſhould be ſecure; or 
any People happy, whilſt fin and wickedneſs aboung; 
amongſt them, and conſequently that it is by righte. 
ouſneſs only, that this can be effected. This from 
the nature of the thing, from Piety and Sin confi. 
dered in themſelves. But this is not all yet, far- 
ther. SL 


II. Religion and Piety make a Prince and Peo- 

ple happy, and fin and impiety tend to their Ruin 

by vertue of their own natural fruits, and conſe- 
quences. To ſhow this in each. f 


1. For Righteouſneſs, or Religion, this exalts a | 

Nation to the greateft Happineſs *tis capable of, and 
without this all other advantages are either uſeleſs, | 
| or pernicious to it. This puts the ſeveral parts of 
4 2 Nation into ſuch a courſe of Life and Converſa. 
tion, as mutually conduces to the Peace, and Hap- 
pineſs, and Preſervation of the whole. This is the 
Spring of all wiſe Counſels, and Conduct; and of all 
handſome, and worthy Deſigns, and Actions, which 
ſets them a going ſmoothly, and chearfully. This 
makes Magiſtrates juſt and mercitul, and inſpires them 
with Wiſdom, and Counſel, with integrity, and zeal 
for the Publick Good. This makes Subjects obedi- 
ent not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake. 
This begets, and nouriſhes Sobriety , and Courage 
in the Soldier, Religion being the Mother of Forti- 
tude , and Valour; and Truth, and Juſtice , in the 
Tradeſman, teaching him to do as he would be done 
by , and to give to every one his due. This pro- 
motes Induſtry in Mens Callings, which is the Nerv 

| . 2 
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and Sinews of every Common-wealth. This diſpo- 
{cs men to mind the Publick Good, and Honour of 


the Nation where they live, and prefer it before their 
own private intereſts. In a word, Religion is the 
only folid Foundation of a People's Strength, and 
Glory, in that it extirpates all thoſe Luſts, which 


are the cauſes of enmity, and divifions, as Pride, 


Conceitedneſs, Self-will, Covetouſneſs, Ambition 


Self. love, Hatred, Revenge, and the like, from whence, 


as St. James obſer ves, come quarrellings and fightings : 
and on the contrary it inſpirits Men with all thoſe 
good qualities, and diſpofitions that tend to Unity, 
Concord, and Agreement, which is the very life and 


ſoul of every Community. EIT IT wg 
Theſe are ſome of the many natural effects and 


conſequences. of Religion, which tend to make 2 


Pcople happy ;. but there is one above all upon which. 


their Happineſs does 25 and that is, the ſingular 


bleſſing and favour of t 


e Divine Providence, and this 


is what the Practice of Religion entitles them to, 
that recommends them to the Almighty's Protecti- 
on, engages him to be on their fide, and ſecures to 


them the conſtant ſuccours and aid of his Divine 


Providence, of which there are ſo many Declara- 
tions and - Promiſes in the Holy Scriptures ſo well 


known, that I need not trouble you with the reci- 


tal of them; and ſurely happy, thrice happy are the 


people that are in ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed muſt the peo- 


ple needs be who have the Lord for their Gol. 
And now from all this 'tis evident that if the fear 
of God, and love of Righteouſneſs , and general 


practice of Religion does prevail among a People, 


they muſt neceſſarily be an happy Nation. So true 
o that of the wiſe Solomon, Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
| e ee Nation, 
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Nation, raiſeth it to the higheſt degree of Proſpe. 
rity and Glory, and eſtabliſheth it upon the ſure, 
and laſting Foundations of Peace and Happineſs. And 
this is alſo what will farther appear, by ſhewing 
on the contrary. A 


2. That fin and impiety do by their own natu. 
ral fruits, and conſequences, tend to the Ruin, 
and Deſtruction of a People and Nation. This is 
plain and evident enough to any one that hath been 
an obſerver of the effects, and conſequences of hu- 
mane Actions. As righteouſneſs exalteth 4 Nation, 
fo as the ſame Wiſe Man tells us, ſ% is a reproach 
to any people; it lays them low, were they never ſo 
high , and profperons before. This blaſts all' their 
Tecular advantages, and defeats all the hopes he 
moſt promiſing Circumſtances can raiſe them to, 


This infatuates their Counſels, weakens their Cou- | 


rage, rends their Unity and Concord, conſumes their 


+ d . 
: 


Wealth and Subſtance , debaſes their Eſteem and 
Reputation, and in a word, diſorders them in all 
their natural reſpe&s and dependencies. Be a Peo- 
ple rich and wealthy, if they be wicked, they wil 
Fon Holithly waſte and conſume it, and 'tis be- 


tides what will invite Invaſions, and render thema 
richer Prey. Be they ftrong and valiant, if wic. 


ked men can be ſo, and skifful in Arms, BY will 
be preying upon one another, which will ſoon breed 


horrible Confuſions and Tumults; and as to Peace, 
they muſt not pretend or think to enjoy that for 2. 

8 ſaanh ay God, 
to the wicked; which is equally true in reſpect to the 
Peace and Tranquility of whole Nations, as to that of 


$0 


ny. long time, no, there is no peace, 


private Perſons. 
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So that you may plainly perceive, that whilſt 
Vice. or Wickedneſs prevails in a Nation, 'tis a 
groſs deluſion to think it ſelf well or ſecure; were 
it the beſt conſtituted Nation in the world, it would 
be impoſſible for it not to decay and languiſh un- 
der the malignant influence of an Epidemical wic- 


1 


þ kedneſs, ſince when that comes once to get into. 
5 the Bowels of a Nation, and to infect a People 
5 with its Contagion, and reign among them, they 
n muſt, without any outward Enemy to attack them, 
g oon unavoidably fink and perith , under the weight 
j and perſecution of their own Vice. 
1, And this is enough yo ſhew what a ſad influ- 
fo ence fin by its neceſſary effects, and conſequences, 
it muſt have to the Ruin, and Deſtruction of any Peo- 
he ple, or Nation; and yet all I have ſaid is very 
0, imperfect , if I do not put you in mind farther „ 
u- of another never failing effect, and that the moſt 
cir dreadful and fatal of all, that it hath to the ſame 
nd purpoſe, and that is, of provoking the anger, 
all W and bringing down the Judgments of à Righteous 
o- God upon them. There is a: God, doubtleſs there 15 
vill God that Juageth in the earth; and the ſins of 
be. any Nation do certainly ſubject it to his diſplea- 
Na lure. Hs is no idle and unconcerned Spectatour-of 
ic. the Actions of Men; no, his careful Providence 
will is extended even to the meaneſt thing which his 
eed Power hach created, and much more ſurely is it 
ce, W converſant about whole Kingdoms and Nations; and 
r 4. it he will not let fin go unpuniſhed in private Per- 
od, ons, as he ſeldom does, but at ont time or other 
the is {ure to une their tus to fal them ont, how 


much leſs will he do it when fin abounds in, a Na- 
tion, and like a great Flood carries all before it; 
; 5 In 


* in 


In ſuch a caſe God muſt take Vengeance of it, 
for this reaſon, becauſe bodies Politick and commu- 
nities of Men, can be Rewarded or Puniſhed as 
ſuch, in this World only, fince they are not made 
to be Immortal, but end with this World, this 
Life is the only place wherein God can reckon with 
them, for in the next all Civil Societies, and Go- 
vernments will be diſſolved, and ſo Nations as Na- 
tions can't be there rewarded and puniſhed , and 
conſequently, if we ſuppoſe God to be the Judge 
and Governour of the World, and of all Nations 
in it, we muſt conclude that he will take Venge- 
ance on Sinful Nations in this World by ſevere Judy. 
ments, or by a total Deſtruction. 
So that from all this, fince Vice or Wickedneſs 
is by its neceſſary effects and conſequences , apt to 
deſtroy us, fince alſo where it prevails and abounds, 
it doth as it were Neceſſitate Almighty God to vi- 
fir ſuch a People, doth it not evidently follow, that 
nothing can poſſibly tend more to their Ruin and De- 
ſtruction, and conſequently that if we would be Hap- 
py , we muſt be Righteous. OT et 
þ And as it is thus in the reaſon of the thing, conſi- 
| dering Vertue and Vice in themſelves, and in their 
5 ee Pal „ and natural effects and conſequences, ſo 
I proceed to ſhew you 0 


1 III. In the third and lat place, That it is fo in 
| Fact, that Princes and People are happy or miſera- 
{ ble, as they obey or diſobey God, as they live ver- 
| tuouſly , or wickedly. Of the truth of this the 
= conſtant experience of all Ages is a ſufficient Teſti- 
mony, if we conſult Sacred, or Profane , Ancient, 
or Modern Hiſtory , we ſhall perceive that as Reli- 
$5 „ 5 gion 


„ Li ] . OB OT 7 | 
gion or e hath more or leſs prevailed a- 
mong any People, their State hath been more or leſs 
peaceable and proſperous. As on the other hand alſo, 
that wherever they have thrown off all regard to- 
God, and obedience to what by the light of Nature, 
or otherwiſe, they knew to be his Will, where this 
| ſay has been general, their deſtruction has followed 
eee upon theſe two Hinges of Vertue and 
Vice, the fates of all the great Empires, and famous 
States that have been in the world have turned. O. 
nia proſpera eveniunt colentibus Deos, adverſa- ſpernen- | 
| tibus, The People that mind Religion are ſucceſsful in all 

things , but unſucceſsful when they have no regard to it, 


faith the Roman Orator. And I appeal to the Ob- 


ſervation and Experience of all Hiſtories for the truth 

1 of thi" ps Hat 3 

; If we go to Profane Hiſtories, tho? they be very 

- imperfect Records of things, yet we ſhall be able to 

t bring abundance of Inſtances from them to prove this; 

chere never was ſeen any Nation or Kingdom, even 

- amongſt them, remarkable for Juſtice, and Tempe- 

rance, for Sincerity and Fidelity, for Piety and Re- 

i- ligion (tho' it was in a wrong way) but it was moſt | 

ir Wfovertul, Great, and Flouriſhing, moſt happy, and f 

ſo proſperous 3 and tho? the Heathens were ignorant 
of true Religion , yet as little as they knew of it, it | 

1 always much impaired, or bettered their worldly at- | 

in 


fairs, as their love, or zeal towards it, did wain or W 4 
grow: And on the other hand there never was any 1 1 
Nation or Kingdom famous for publick profaneſs, im 1 
Imoralities, and contempt of Sacred things, but they — 
have become miſerable, undergone moſt direful Ca- | * 
lamities, and at laſt utter defekten has come upon 
them. I might produce abundance of Teſtimonies for 

| 5 | C | this, 


this, but they are needleſs. I might ſhew it in the 
fall and ruine of the Babylonian and Perſian, of the 
Grecian and Roman Monarchies. But 1 will only in- 
{tance in the Jews, whoſe Hiſtory is little more than 


an Hiſtory of the fins, and vertues of that People , 


and the dealings of God with them accordingly. In 
the whole courſe of their affairs we may perceive that 


they never found it otherwiſe ; but during their Faith 1 


and Fidelity towards God, they were always rewarded 


with publick Happinels and Proſperity ; they either 


lived in Peace, or their Arms were always ſucceſsful, 


or their Land flowed with Milk and Honey. On the 
other fide, if they ſwerved, and departed from God's 
Laws, as they often did, they were always puniſhed I 
with publick Judgments, either with ſome mortal Diſ- 
eaſe „ or the devouring Sword, or a long Captivity. q 
This was ſo remarkably evident among them, that any 
one that could but make a right eſtimate of the Morals q 
of that People, and how they either cleaved to, or 
{orfook the Lord their God, might conſtantly make a 
Judgment likewiſe, how it would fare with them, as 
to their outward Temporal Affairs. Did not even 
their moſt malicious and mortal enemies all acknow- i 
ledge , that to ſtrive againſt them it was in vain, a3 J 
long as their Amity with God continued, and that no- 
thing could weaken them but Apoſtacy. It is a moi 
remarkable inſtance which we have of this in the ad- 
vice which Achior. the Ammoyite gave to Holoferneſs, 
when he came up with an Army againſt that People, 


oO 


vou have the Paflage in Judith the 5th, from verſe 17, 
Cc. Whilſt (faith he) they ſinned not againſt ther God, 
they preſpered, becauſe the God that hateth iniquity nas 
with them. But whey they departed from the way which 
he appointed them, they were deſtroyed in many battles Þ 
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der) ſore, and were led Captives into a Land that was 
not theirs , and the Temple of their God was caſt to the 
ground, and their Cities were taken by their enemies. But 
now are they returned to their God, and are come up from 
the places where they were ſcattered , aud have poſſeſſed 
Ternſalem, where their Sanctuary is. Now therefore, my 
Lord and Governour, if there be any error in this people, 
aud they ſin again their God, let us conſider that this 
ſhall be their ruine. Bat if there be no iniquity in their 
Nation, let my Lord nom paſs by, leaſt their Lord defens 
them, ana their God be for them, and we become a re- 
proach before all the world. e 
And now from all that hach been ſaid 'tis moſt evi- 
dent that a Prince's and People's Happineſs and Pro- 
ſperity do depend upon their being truly Religious, 
and conſequently that the Throne is eſtabliſhed in rig h- 
teouſneſs. I eee dg. 1 85 8 N 
What remains is only to make Application of what 
hath been ſaid, which I ſhall do by drawing two or 


three Inferences from the whole, And |, 


Firſt, Since our Sovereign's, and our Nations Pro- 


ſperity, and happineſs do in fo great a meaſure depend 


upon our conduct and manners, we may from hence 


conclude, how much it is the Intereſt , as well as Du- 
ty of us all, in our ſeveral Stations and Capacities to 


betake our ſelves to a Religious courſe of Life, in all ho- 


lineſs, and righteouſneſs all our days. Tis an unſpeaka- 
ble Bleſſing that we have a Queen that goes before us, 
and ſets us a glorious Example in her own Life, and Con- 
verſation, whoſe conſtant and greateſt care is to pro- 


mote the Honour and Service of God, the Fear of Him, 


and the Practice of Righteouſneſs amongſt us. This 
ve has declared to be Her Royal Purpoſe and Reſolu- 
. 2 tion, 


| 
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tion, ſo that it we be not an Holy, and conſequently an 
Happy People, She hath nothing to anſwer for it. S- 
hath delivered Her own Soul, and to our ſelves only 
muſt our Ruin be imputed. Oh! let us think of theſe 
things, and let us from this day take up ſtrong, and ſo- 
lemn Reſolutions of unfeigned Repentance for our fins 
paſt, and of an holy Obedience to our God for the time 
to come; and let us make ſuch Reſolutions good by cal- 
ling them often to mind,by repreſenting the advantages 
and rewards of Righteouſneſs, even in this Lite, by ſet. 
ling this perſuaſion in our minds, which hath been this 
day ſo fully evinced and proved to us, that our Happi- 


neſs depends upon our Righteouſneſs, and conſequently 


that it is the Intereſt of our Nation to be Religious ; If 
the defire of that therefore has any influence upon us, 


let it ſway our affections to Religion; if we love our 
ſelves, if we love our Nation, if we love our Queen, if 
we love our Religion, if we love our Country let us 


love and practice Righteouſneſs. 


Secondij, From what has been faid we may learn that 
our {ins have been the true cauſe of thoſe evils and cala- 


mities which have befallen this Nation, it has ſuffered 
very great and terrible ones, within the compals of a 
tew.years, and it bath been threatned with others no 
leſs great and terrible, which God in his Infinite Good- 
neſs to us by his all- wiſe, and over-ruling Providence;in 
the height of diſtreſs, and diſpondency, in the very nick 


of exigency has unexpectedly delivered us from. But 


+ thall not go about to fully the luſtre of this day by te- 
tailing out to you either the evils we have ſuffered, or 
thole we havd narrowly eſcaped; but only deſire you 


to conſider, that Publick Judgments or Calamities, co 
not ariſo out of the duit, they are not ſcattered into the 
world by the uncertain diſtribution of blind fate, and 


Im- 
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in honour and Juſtice to 2 ; and conſequently , 
re, a 


lives, we can have no reaſon to hope to eſcape Miſery, 


and vaniſhed, when our Sun roſe this day in our Ho- 


which now {cem to be removed, , we ſhall ſtill do wick- 1 Sam 
ealy, we fhall be conſumed, hoth me and our Queen. 


nour to profeſs, the beſt Religion, and are Members of 
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;mprovident contingency, but they come all from the 
hand of God, that Vengeance is the Lord's, and the 


diſtribution of Plagues and Judgments is within his | 
own peculiar Juriſdiction, there's no evil in « City or tn z.. 4 
Kingdom which the Lord does not; and withal, that God j 


never ſo viſits a Nation, but for their fins, he does nat Lam. 3. 
aflict willingly, nor grive the children of men, if they 

inned not, he would not puniſh them, but when fin 
prevails in a Nation, and comes to a Criſis, then God 

as he is the righteous Governour of the World is bound 

that if we will not forſake our fins, and reform our 
and Ruin, and Deſolation. - Bleſſed be God the face 
of our Heavens is at preſent as clear and ſerene, as our 
hearts can with, no preſaging Clouds of Storms, or tem- 
peſts, now hang over our heads, but all were diſperfed 


rizon, with healins in her wings; and yet alas! let us 
not flatter our ſelves, and vainly and raſhly conclude 
that the bitterueſs of death is nom paſt ; For ſince the ſame 
cauſes will always produce the ſame effects, if the ſame 
fins continue to reign among us that have hitherto done, 
we muſt expect the ſpeedy execution of thoſeJudgments 


Thirdly and laſtly, Let the Doctrine I have now pro- 
ved to you teach us the beſt expedient to make us an 
happy People, which is the Practice of true Religion, 
and Righteouſneſs. Bleſſed be God we have the ho- 


the beſt Church in the world; but for Goc''s fake let 
us not flatter, and deceive our ſelves upon this, and. 
vainly chink that this will make us Favourites of Hea-. 


[22] 


ven, ſince we PO both from the Nature of God, 
and the tenor of the whole Scripture, that the Righ. 
teous only are his Children, the Objects of his . 
and Love, and withal that he only that doth righteouf. 
neſs is righteons.. So that if in our good Church, and 
good Religion, vice and iniquity abound, we have no- 


thing to pretend to, to entitle us to the favour and pro- 
tection of God. 


Bleſſed be God the face of affairs at preſent look 


well, and ſcem to ſmile upon us, we have a Queen 
whom we all, profeſs , heartily and unanimouſly' to 


love, and who I am ſure, ina little time hath ſhewn | 


a great deal of Love and Affection, and ſincere Good- 
will to us Her People. With what endearing expreſ. 
lions did She evidence Her Love and Affections to us, 
at Her firſt coming to the Throne, when She profeſ 
ſed Her heart to s 4 entirely Eneliſh „ nor has She Io. 


ved us in word, and in tongue only, but in deed, andin | 


truth, as She has ſhewn in the care She has taken; 


and the great things She has done, for the ſetling us | 
upon the laſting Foundations of Peace and r 


nels. 


There's nothing which & much eons Ain and 
Deſolation to our Nation, as the unhappy, and un- 
reaſonable Diviſions that are amongſt us. This Her 


Majeſty is greatly ſenſible of, and therefore have of 


ten on all occaſions, as far as words could do it, ex- 


preſſed Her earneſt defires of ſecing all Her Subjects, 
in perfect Peace, and Union among themſelves , and 


She has done all that is in Her Power to effect it. 
She hath indeed declared that the Church of Eng- 
land as by Law eftabliſhed , which She owns She 
hath had 7he happineſs , and advantage to have had 
Her Education in, hall be the Object of Her more 


_ peculiar 


3} 


peculiar care and affection. But then this can raiſe- 
no jea louſies in the minds of thoſe, who diſſent from 
us, ſince almoſt in the ſame Breath She hath as of- 
ten declared, that they may reſt ſecure in their Act 
of Toleration. It is greatly to be wiſhed , that all 
Her Subjects would but in their ſeveral Stations, do 
all that they can on their part, for the promoting this 
peace and Union among us, which is ſo. much at 
Her Majeſties Heart, we ſhould then quickly ſee: 
our Diviſions if not totally ended, yet greatly leſſ- 
ned; for would but all thoſe who, profeſs: them- 


ſelves to be of the Church of FEgland, and Who 
think they can without fin joyn in all acts of Wor- 


hip with Her, but conſtantly do it, and not ſome- 


times afford Her, their Companies, and at other times. 


fill the ſeperate Congregations with them, I am apt 
to think that our Diſſenters would ſoon become that 
little Flock. they originally were. And it is a very 


| unaccountable thing, that all the Obligations of Peace 
and Love, of Unity and Concord, and all the ſad 
| Conſequences which flow from, the breach of theſe ,. 
cannot prevail with theſe men, conſtantly to do that 
which would promote the former, and conſequently. 
prevent the latter, which they make not the leaſt ſcru- 
ple, to do OUccaſtoxally. There was a time not long, 
lince, that a Charch-Papiit was a very odious Cha- 
rater, and fixed upon certain Perſons as a Name of 
Infamy, for this reaſon I ſuppoſe , becauſe they were 

„ Who tho? they profeſs'd a 

love for the Church of Exglaud, and would join in 


looked upon as Perſons , 


Worſhip, with Her, yet by their Actions and do- 


ings, were judged to be for promoting the intereſt, and 
ging 


deſigns of the Papiſts , and conſequently bring 


Ruin to the Nation. How. unjuſtly. this Character 


L 24 f 
was given I ſhall not ſtand now to enquire; but on: 
ly methinks I would fain know, why a Charch-Dif. 
ſenter, that is, an Occaſional Conformift , ſhould not 


be thought as dangerous a Perſon, and looked upon as, | 


as odious a Character, as a Church. Papiſt, fince we 
can't but know that the former are as great enemies 
tothe Monarchy and Church of Enclan „ as the lat- 
ter, as is moſt plain from hence, that the latter have 
indeed attempted the Ruin of both, but not effected 
it, whereas the former have both attempted, and ſuc- 
ceeded in it, ſo that what we have only feared from 
the Papiſts, we have felt from the Diſfenters , and I 
am much miſtaken if our greateſt and juſteft fears 
are not at preſent from that Quarter. They therefore 
who think the one an odious Character, ought for the 
{ame reaſon to avoid the impuration of the other. 


But to proceed, As Her Majeſty hath done all that 
She can to promote Peace and Unity among us, ſo hath 


She been equally careful to maintain the Honour, and 


true Intereſt of the Nation. For this ſhe has ow: 


ted only Perſons of known Ability, and Fidelity to 


their Country to higheſt Poſts of Truſt and Honour; 


For this She has given large ſupplies out of her own 


Purſe, for carrying "on that chargeable War She is 


engaged in; for this, She has applied to the beft , 


and moſt ſerviceable uſes, what Her Subjects have gi- 
ven Her, and to prevent abuſes and miſmanagements in 
applying the neceſſary Taxes, She is not only willing, 
but has requeſted that the Publick Accounts may be 


1 


And Laftly, as to Her care for maintaining the 
Honour, Dignity, and Eftabliſhment of the Church 
of England, if any thing hitherto hath been unſuc- 
ceſsful, which hath been thought proper for the pro- 


moting 
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25 
moting theſe; and tranſmitting them down ſecurely | 
to Poſterity , 'tis ſurely with the greateſt Injuſtice, 
if any one lays it at Her door, for the encourage- _ 
ment and maintenance of this Church, in theſe-re- 
ſpects, hath moſt viſibly been Her particular care, 
ſince on all occaſions of Promotions to any Eccleſia- 
ſtical Dignity which have hitherto happened, She 
hath made good Her Royal Promife from the Throne, 
She has had a very juſt regard to ſuch as have been 
eminent, and remarkable for their  Picty, Learning, 
and conſtant Zeal fog this Church, and who as at pre- 
{cnt they are an Ornament to the Church, ſo we may. 
enter rely upon them to do all they can in their 
Spheres to fix it upon ſuch Foundations, as that it ſhall 
be beyond either the Power, or Policy of its enemies 


= 


ever to undermine or throw it. down. 
But of all the great, and glorious things, which 
Her Majeſty has done for this Church, of which 
She is ſo deſervedly the Head, next under Chriſt, 'tis 
ans if he , es Ree” 
more peculiarly. bound with the greateſt gratitude to 
acknowledge, is that unprecedented Bounty of giving 
up all Her Right to the Firſt Fruits and Tenths, to- 
wards the augmenting the ſmall Revenues of the poor 
Clergy. She is ſeuſible that it concerns God's Ho- 
nour, that the good of the Church , and that the 
gcquity and reaſon of the thing requires, that God's 
„ Miniſters ſhould be provided for, and ſet in a de- 
> dtce above a State of Scorn and infamy, the almoſt 
acceſſary conſequence. of Poverty; nor does She 
think it any indecency ,; that a Leyite ſhould pro- 
ber and enjoy a Plentiful Portion of Tempefal 
zood thine ET Co ie nts 
1 know, nor whether I may 
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Olenee for this "Occaſion ten Offory what the Fel 
nour of God ind Religion puts me uponz and which 
{hill embolden me to do it; And if it ſhould prove 
an Offener tb. afly, vet I promiſe my fe it will not 
be lo td hö te whom T am fig going to addreſf my 
elf, anch that s to tecomminq this truely pig and 
Chriſtian Etample of yout Sbvereigh tö yu Her 
Vice-gerents the Magiſtrates of this City. Let me 


beech you'to confider whether the mean Proviſiot 
for the Clergy amonyR you dogs not equally deſerve 
Ls Ye we DIE . ants 7. To pg ng 
gon ot oops, peel wide HB 1 
cefn and affetion for the'Church of England, and 
your ſincerity in it, is not 1 think to be the leaſt 
queſtioned ber how beter you Can you bes 
ter exprets it thän in mantaiging* the Honour of it, 
and how Can its honout'be b=tter fectited than In en! > 
couraging thoſe, who are the more immediate Pa. M 
trons and defenders of it, to 4 chearfyt perform. 
ance of their duty. **Fis not vaſt tevenges, not” | 
»cct, Thcomes char we ctane, but clp a cbmpeteſt 
n manner anſwerahle to our Höndü. 
rable, and painful employment. The Labourer is . 
% of his hire; but our hire alete, or our Wages , as 
they arg uſually called, are, for, the moſt part (catce | 
ſufficient "ts Mpply v3 wirk converiivnt tceommodati. 
ons, . 6f cc Keep. us from” want atick pehurs. Your 
y 15 populotss, atid tonffequetitly our Eliarge is gtedt, 
kiborious and painful; and yer how many Pariſhes are 
there among® you ; Wd do gor talfe fo nick, for 
their Minlifet a. year, a8 ah 1 


% 


Ons 
Fr l 
uch fe ha 
moff Serie Trades is able to bring in? Beſides, kow | 
rt. hAV that we cant Cal Gur ow? 
ünce we depend altogether for it, upon the arbitrary 
benevolence of Mepy Which is at beſt , as this kim, 
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ed Dr. Barrow ſtiles it, but 4 more plauſible way of bega. 
ry. I might greatly enlarge on this Subject, but as F 
ſaid, my defign is only humbly to recommend this to 
your ſerious and Chriſtian Conſiderations. I Bleſs 
God that I can ſay to you as St. Paul ſaid to his Philip- 
pians, that I ſpeak not in reſpect of want ; but. what L 
have ſaid is truly out of an affe&ion for the Sacred Or- 
der of the Miniſtry it ſelf, of which I have the ho- 
nour to be a Member, tho a very unworthy , and in- 
conſiderable one, which ſuffers in what its Members. 
ſuffer. I will only add with the ſame St. Paul, I ſpeak 
uot becauſe I deſirè a Gift, or any benefit to. my ſelf; 
but becauſe I deſire fruit that may abound to your artbuni 
in the day of the Lord, Phil.4.17. 5 

In a word , to conclude all, ſince we are this day 
bleſſed with a Queen truly Chriſtian and Religious, 
and She with a dutiful and obedient People, fttice we 
are bleſſed with an Eſtabliſhed Church, truly Primi- 
tive and Orthodox, and this Church is bleſſed with as 
Pions and Learned a Clergy , as is at this day in the 
world; as we value theſe Bleſſings, and defire the con- 
tinuance of them, let us be prevailed with to live holy 
and vertuous lives in all Godlineſs, and honeſty ,. let us 
fear God, honour and obey the Queen, love our Neigh- 
bour , mind our own private Duties, and carty out 
{:lves as become Chriſtians, in all our ſeveral Relati- 
ons we ſtand in to other men, ſo ſhall we make God our 
Friend, and become hearty Friends to one. another, ſo 
(hall we eſtabliſh the Throne of our Sovereign, and 
make our ſelves a truly happy People. rf 
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